














Dallas Sustainable Skylines Initiative
Dallas has been selected as the first city in the nation to partner 
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the North 
Central Texas Council of Governments on a program focusing on 
sustainability issues, particularly air quality. The Sustainable 
Skylines Initiative involves completing several three-year projects to 
reduce air emissions. Because of the success experienced in Dallas, 
the EPA is using the program as a national model for other cities.

We need your help!

What can my company do?

Become a partner with the Dallas Sustainable Skylines 
Initiative!
There are several suggested projects falling under five 
categories in which businesses may participate. 

Categories:
Enhanced Central City Livability
Promote Green Buildings and Development
Implement and Promote Renewable Energy/
Energy Efficiency
Reduce Emissions from Stationary Sources/Area Sources
Reduce Off-Road Emissions

Benefits to being a partner include:
Positive publicity
Economic growth with state-of-the-art environmental 
protection
Potential for credit under the Clean Air Act State Implementa-
tion Plan program
Reduced population pollutant exposure
Enhanced livability in the city

In fact, your company may already be doing these things!
Here are some examples of what current partners are 
doing/have committed to do:
Yellow Cab is buying and operating cleaner cabs 
(hybrids, etc).
Habitat for Humanity is teaching people how to build ‘green’ 
homes.
Agriboard is donating labor for the construction of a new 
public library.
Green Mountain Energy donated 5,000 CFL bulbs for distribu -
tion to Dallas residents.
FOX4 is promoting green practices within its own facilities 
and hosting an environmental event.

Learn more at SustainableSkylines.org

Build Green - Renovate Green

Did you know?
All phases of buildings—building design, construction, 
materials and operation—consume more energy than any 
other part of the economy? That’s why green buildings are 
so important! Green buildings save energy and water while 
lowering greenhouse gas emissions and waste output.

So what is green building exactly? Green building is a design 
and construction practice that promotes the economic health 
and well-being of people, the community and the environ-
ment. Green buildings take advantage of healthier and more 
resource-efficient models of construction.

What can my company do?

If your company is considering building a new facility, 
commit to designing and building facilities to meet the U.S. 
Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) standards. www.usgbc.org
Use new technologies such as geothermal heating, solar 
water heaters, gray-water cisterns, and shading in building 
design to reduce environmental impacts.
Incorporate more energy efficient standards into residential 
and corporate construction.
Incorporate sustainability practices into future construction 
projects, such as cool or green roofs, recycled materials, 
permeable surfaces and Xeriscaping.
Design facilities to be strategically shaded, designed to use 
natural lighting and energy efficient measures.
Design/redesign permeable/vegetated/shaded pavement 
areas in parking lots.

Important information if building within the city of Dallas:
Beginning in 2009, ‘green’ will be the new standard for 
building in Dallas and no longer ‘just an option.’ The Dallas 
City Council passed a new green construction 
requirement/ordinance aimed at reducing energy and 
water consumption in ALL new houses and commercial 
buildings. Dallas is one of the first major U.S. cities to pass a 
comprehensive building standard for both residential and 
commercial construction. To read more about the ordinance, 
www.GreenDallas.net Click on “Green Buildings”
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Offer trainings to employees on environmental initiatives.
Hold an environmental fair for employees or customers at 
your facility.
Buy gift cards and hold a drawing for employees who utilize 
commute solutions (e.g.– teleworking, carpooling, van pool 
riding).
Participate in the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality’s Air Pollution Watch/Warning email notification 
system and agree to notify employees of expected poor air 
quality days and suggest action they may take to minimize 
polluting behaviors.




